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A society and a future of self-determining and self-reliant girls and women.
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Why NIGEE?

The right to education is a bridge to other rights, and education gives young women choices and the power to
decide over their own lives and bodies. Indeed, the cascading benefits of female education to girls, their families
and community underscores the imperative of supporting girls’ education and secondary education is particularly
critical for breaking the cycle of poverty and addressing a host of other indicators of poor health. Yet unfortunately,
the majority of children out of school are girls who still face formidable intersecting barriers to education. Nyanza,
our initial focus, is leading the nation for all the wrong reasons, posting some of the worst statistics nationally:

Highest HIV prevalence (15.1% overall; 14-27% in NIGEE target Counties)*

Highest teen pregnancy nationally (22.2% in 15-19 year-olds)**

Median age at first sex: Girls in Nyanza begin sex earliest nationally, at 16.5 years. **

Second lowest basic immunization coverage (67%) **

Second highest prevalence of female genital mutilation (32%) **

Under-5 mortality rate: Out of 1,000 children who are born in Nyanza, 149 die before reaching age 5 years - the
highest nationally**

Third highest physical and sexual violence against women (33.5% in last 12 months)**

Third highest Total Fertility Rate (4.3 children)**

Refs: *Kenya AIDS Indicator Survey, 2012);**Kenya Demographic & Health Survey, 2014

Our belief:

Girls” education is a single strategy able to improve these indicators simultaneously. At NIGEE, we are trying to kill
the 8 birds with one stone, so to speak — the stone of returning girls who dropped out back to school.

Our Vision:

A society and a future of self-determining and self-reliant girls and women.

Our Mission:

To leverage community resources to equip girls with knowledge and skills for productive and fulfilled adult life. The
Initiative identifies and taps into community resources to support girls‘ education and training as a foundation for
self-reliance and self-determination in and beyond basic needs.
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DREAMS subsidy helped a mother save, boost her business

“The sponsorship has brought lot of relieve to me as a parent, | have been able to save the little money I used to pay
for her school fee and bought another donkey to supplement my business and my profit has been boosted .”

Pamela Odhiambo is a 35 years old mother of
five children from Lwak Village in Rarieda Sub
County, Siaya County. Pam, as her neighbours
and peers call her, is one of the lucky parents
in the area whose daughters are beneficiaries
of the DREAMS Education sponsorship pro-
gramme.

Through the program Pam was able to save
some cash which she used to purchase one more
donkey. This has boosted her water supply busi-
ness in turn increasing her profit.

Before her 14 year old daughter, a form 2 stu-
dent at Memba Mixed Secondary School was
absorbed into the program, Pam used to strug-
gle to raise her school fee. The little money she
saved from her water vending business is what
she could pull to pay school fee for her 3 children
in secondary school.

a whole month without attending classes be- subsidy. The project pays her school fees, bought her school

arrears. This made her daughter perform poorly ~ to the mother.

in her academics as she could not catch up with
the rest of the class. “The sponsorship has brought lot of relieve to me as a par-

ent, | have been able to save the little money | used to pay for
“I remember staying with my daughter at home her school fee and bought another donkey to supplement my
for over 3 weeks when she was sent back home business and my profit has been boosted .” Said Pamela.
for fee while in Form one.” Said Pam. “The little
| had saved from the business she had shared Through this Pam was able to save some cash which she used
equally with her two brothers who are also in to buy another donkey to supplement his business of vend-
Secondary school and so she had no option but ~ ing water by donkeys. She now own four donkeys that she
to stay at home.” She added. uses to supply water to her client in Lwak Market Centre and
its Surrounding, an area that has been hit by water shortage

Whenever the girl is not in school she would be ~ OVer time.

helping her mother with the business. In a good
day Pamela make KES600 and about KES18000 a From the little saving she makes from her business she is us-

month. From this they would pay their bills, buy  ing to pay fee for two of her sons in Secondary school. She is Resilient Empowered _ Mentored Safe
food and save a little for school fee. However, ~ 2lso planning to open a grocery at Lwak Market so to gener- AN
the savings were never enough to support her 3 até more income to support her family.

children in Secondary.

Photo: Pamela Odhlambo with her donkeys in her home in Lwak village, Rarieda Sub County. Pamela uses the donkeys to supply water
to her clients in Lwak Market and its surrounding/ NIGEE Communications/Arnold
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Story by: Phinney Asca
Photo: Otieno Arnold

Empowering Girls to be Self-Reliant

Quinter was once a disappointed and hopeless young girl. She dropped out of
school when her parents got separated. However, her life gained a new meaning
when she was enrolled in the NIGEE’s Girls Empowerment Centre where she un-
dertook a hairdressing course, completing in 2017. She is now a paid intern and is
able to provide for her and her parents’ needs.

Quinter hails from Nyando Sub County in Kisumu County. She used to stay with her
parents till the year 2007 when her parents separated and her mother left her and
her younger siblings, the last of whom was a toddler, under the care of her father
and her step mother.

When her mother left, Quinter was 12 years old and in Primary Grade 4. Despite
the young age, she took over the role of her mother. She would leave school early

pointed and bitter with everyone, and especially my dad.”

She then decided to move to Sori Beach in Homabay County
with the hope of earning a living. At the beach she would
wash and sun-dry dagaa (sardine-like) fish for the fishermen
and women and earned about KES 4500 (US¢ 45) a month.
While at the Beach, she learnt about NIGEE Girls Empower-
ment Centre through a friend: “I learnt about NIGEE’s Girls
Empowerment Centre through a friend and | got interested
in knowing more so | borrowed a phone from a friend and
made a call. | was briefed about the courses and require-
ments for the registration. | got interested in Hair Dressing
and Therapy.”

She saved the little she was earning at the beach to help her
register and for her upkeep during the training and was en-
rolled in 2017. She was one of the best students in her Hair-
dressing class — a performer both in theory and practical
sessions. She was passionate about what she was doing.

After completing her course and graduating with a certifi-
cate in Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy, Vera was placed
for attachment at a saloon where her performance was
exemplary, and they offered her a job at the saloon. She
reported earning KES 500 (US$ 5) on a good day. She is now
an independent woman able to take care of her bills, pay
rent and even support her sibling’s education

Quinter plans to save and start her own hairdressing busi-
ness by opening her own saloon, with a hope to eventually
creating job opportunities for other girls like her.

in order to look for what they would eat, wash her siblings and their clothes. She
reports that the father would leave the house in the morning and return back in the
evening empty-handed. They would be reminded to look for their mother any time
they asked for food.

Despite the struggle and the condition, she managed to sit for her Grade 8 national
exams and scored 306 marks out of the possible 500, an equivalent of grade B Plain.
With that, she was qualified to be admitted to a good secondary school; however, her
step mother did not want to hear any of that and influenced her father to not support
her education.

Luckily, through the intervention of community and well-wishers, she joined second-
ary school with high hopes of securing and a better future, but this was not to be as
the money donated could not sustain her four years in school. She was sent home for
fees so many times she ended up dropping out. Her extended family also declined to
help: “l remember trying to seek help from my uncles who turned me away, saying my
dad was able to afford my fees but my step mother was adamant. I left home disap-
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Five girls with special need ready for national exams this year.
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Story by: Otieno Arnold

Photo: Otieno Arnold

“Being in school is the best thing that has ever

happened to us, School has been an heaven

for us, it makes us forget the cruelty of people

back at home and we are now focused on our
academics.”
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“My life was never SAFE, every day | feared that my husband would someday kill me.” ’
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Resilient Empgwfe
Destined for a bright future despite the stumble

“The GEC Centre has been an eye opener to me, | knew not that one day | will be earning my own money to support
my son and parents.”

Teen pregnancy, HIV/AIDS infection She was re-enrolled in ThurGem Second- dertaking a Diploma course in
and related illnesses, child marriage and ary School and had her school fees paid by =~ Community health and Develop-
poverty are some of the causes of school ~NIGEE till she finished her secondary educa- ment.

dropout among Kenyan adolescent girls. tion in 2015. After her form 4, she was called

Belinda Akeyo, a 22 year old from Nyak- to join the Girls Belinda decided to give back to
ach North ward is a survivor of child Empowerment Centre (GEC) and learnt of  the organization by contribut-

marriage. She started her schoolingin ~ the courses offered at the centre.

ThurGem Secondary school in 2011.
However, while at form 2, she had to
drop out of school due to early pregnan-
cy. Because of the pregnancy, her spon-
sor was disappointed and he decided

to withdraw his support. She went into
early marriage.

She opted to take up computer classes be-

cause it was her area of interest. She complet-

ed the course within a period of 3 months
and was informed about the Employment
Bureau that linked her to NIGEE as a paid
volunteer for one of its projects.

ing part of her monthly salary
every month to support NIGEE
girls who are still in school. She
appreciates the contribution

the organization played in her
life. Her life took a better turn
because she was EMPOWERED
and MENTORED. She can make
right choices in life.

Belinda is a partial orphan in a family of From the money she gets, she is able to sup- She is determined to achieve
four. When she dropped out of school,  port her child and provide for his needs and her DREAMS. She is an advo-
her father became abusive to her and part of it goes to helping her parents at home. cate against Child marriage and
didn’t want to be associated with her. She Through that, she has earned the respect Sexual Gender Based Violence.
felt depressed and neglected. of her father because she is able to support At her free time, she empowers
them financially. other girls through life skills
She had stayed home for 6 months and session and sexual reproductive
later learnt about NIGEE that was enroll- “The GEC Centre has been an eye opener to issues through the use of video
ing girls into its programmes of return-  me, I knew not that one day I will be earn-  and photography. She is also
Story by: Otieno Arnold ing to school those who had dropped out ing my own money to support my son and  member of the NIGEE girl-Led
due to teen pregnancy, early marriage  parents.” Said Belinda. media team which uses the pow-

and poverty. Her school principle con-
tacted her and linked her to the NIGEE
staff and the results of the talk was she

Mentorec afe agreed to go back to school.

Belinda now pays school fee for her 6 year
old son in Kindergarten and she has also

joined a tertiary college where she is un-

er of videos and photography to
change societal norms towards
girls’ education and empower-
ment.




Visit Our Girls Empowerment Centre Today

Learn more about GEC Courses

Girls Empowerment Centre(GEC)
TOM MBOYA ESTATE,
NEXT TO GOLDEN ELITE ACADEMY,
OPP. CARROH COURT
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Nyanza Initiative for Girls’ Education & Empowerment - NIGEE

(@NigeeKenya

www.nigee.org



